
ISN Regional Board NIS & Russia 

Teleconference 26/06/2017 5:00pm Minsk Time 
Gotomeeting 



Agenda 

• Welcome and apologies 

• Regional Board Activities: review and updates 

• Membership overview for NIS & Russia Region 

• ISN Activities & Committees Recruiting 

• New ISN Governance Structure – WCN 2019 and beyond 

• Improving Promotion of ISN Programs in the region 

• AOB 

• Next Meeting 

 



Welcome & apologies (noted by doodle) 

Attendees confirmed 

• Irma Tchokhonelidze 
(Co-Chair) 

• Elena Zakharova 
(Russia) 

• Kirill Komissarov 
(Belarus) 

• OlgaVorobyeva (Russia) 

• Abduzhappar Gaipov 
(Kazakhstan) 

• Vivek Jha (ISN ExCom) 

• Sophie Dupuis (ISN HQ)  

• Boris Bibkov (Russia)  

 

 

Apologies or not confirmed 

• Mykola Kolesnyk 

(Ukraine)  

• Aleh Kalachyk (Belarus) 

• Kairat Kabulbayev 

(Kazakhstan) 

• Anton Andrusev (Russia) 

• Svitlana Fomina (Ukraine) 

• Djurat Zakirov 

(Uzbekistan) 

• Mira Isaeva (Kyrgyzstan) 

• Evgeny Shilov (Russia)  

• Galina Orlova (Russia)  

• Tinatin Davitaia (Georgia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Mikhail Kagan (Russia)  

• Natalia Kozlovskaya 

(Russia)  

• Natalia Stepanova 

(Ukraine)  

• Akhtamkon Sodikov 

(Tajikistan) 

• Mehman Aghayev 

(Azerbaijan)  

• Sergei Ermolaev 

(Georgia)  

• Ashot Sarkissian 

(Armenia) 

• Natalia Tomilina (Russia) 

• Alexander Zemchenkov 

(Co-Chair) 
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ISN Programs and Regional activities 
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Teaching visits (EA) 8 1 1 1

Sister Renal Centres 16 14 11 6 6 5 4 2

Clinical Research 2 1

Fellows 12 2 1 3 1 1 2

CME 4 5 2 1 2 1 3

ISN Program Numbers by Region in 2017 



ISN Programs 2017- SRC 



ISN Programs 2017- SRC 
 

• Graduated: BELARUS – UNITED KINGDOM 
– Kidney Transplantation 

• Graduated: BELARUS – LITHUANIA – BELGIUM  
– Epidemiology, clinical research, hemodialysis, transplantation 

• LEVEL A PAIR: RUSSIA (Irkutsk) - RUSSIA (MOSCOW)  
– Topics: GN, Research, Pathology 

• LEVEL A PAIR:  (OUT: couldn’t graduate didn’t spend full funding) RUSSIA 
(MOSCOW)-ITALY (MARIO NEGRI) 

– Topics: epidemiology, CKD, general nephrology 

• LEVEL A PAIR: (Upgraded): BELARUS- GERMANY (BERLIN) 
– Topics: critical care, HD 

• LEVEL B PAIR: Russia (Russian academy of medial sciences) - Finland (Helsinki) 
– Transplantation, Critical Care, pathology 

• LEVEL B PAIR (Upgraded): Georgia (Nephrology development clinical centre) - 
Belgium (UGent) 

• LEVEL C PAIR: (OUT: applied for Level B not accepted) BELARUS- ITALY (Turin) 
– AKI, critical care, clinical research, general nephrology 

• LEVEL C PAIR: RUSSIA (Pirogov National Research Medical University - BELGIUM 
(University Leuven) 

– Pediatric nephrology, clinical research, genetics,  

• LEVEL C TRIO: (OUT: not accepted) UKRAINE – BELARUS – LITHUANIA 
– Critical care, general nephrology, Dialysis, CKD, AKI 

 

 Goal: Develop more SRC pairs with NIS states 



ISN Programs: CMEs 2017 

• CME’s in 2017:  

– RUSSIA, Saratov: X Volga Region CME Conference of Russian 

Dialysis Society, 13-14 April  

– BELARUS, Minsk: 11th National Scientific-Practical Nephrology 

Conference, 8-9 September 2017 

 

Goal: more CMEs in NIS States 
 



ISN Programs 2017: Fellowships 

• Fellowships  

– 2017: 43 applications in total, 2 received from NIS and Russia, 

1 successful: Yuliya Dochupailo (Kazakhstan) 6 months in 

University of Minnesota (USA) 

 

 



ISN Programs 2017 (cont) 

• Educational Ambassadors:  

– One EA visit in 2016, One EA visit planned in 2017 

– Goal: improve applications of EAP in NIS & Russia 

• Clinical Research:  

– 2017: 23 applications received.1 Applicant from NIS & Russia 

– not approved.   

– Goal: more submissions from NIS & Russia by Oct 1 deadline 
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Membership: NIS & Russia 
 

Total Members in the Region: 113 
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Membership Growth Rate 2015-
2017: NIS & Russia 
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Membership ISN by Region 
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RB Activities Review and updates  
Pioneer Awards 

Pioneer Award Winner for NIS & Russia 
Region:  

Dr. Kanatbayeva graduated Medical School 
in Almaty, Kazakhstan in 1964. She 
defended her PhD thesis and Postdoc 
dissertation on Ig-A nephropathy in 
Moscow Research Institute of Pediatrics, 
and continued her clinical, educational and 
academic activity in Kazakhstan. She is a 
recognized founder and leader of 
nephrology in her motherland. Since early 
1970-s she worked hard to develop the 
care for patients with kidney diseases - not 
only children, but also adults.  

 

Pioneer Awards Ceremony:  

During the next regional board workshop – 
Tbilisi, Georgia 27 October 2017 









Global distribution of nephrologists, 
rate per million population (PMP) 
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This survey 

demonstrated 

significant inter- 

and intra-regional 

variability in the 

current capacity for 

kidney care across 

the world.  

Global Kidney Health Atlas: RESULTS 



Identified Gaps 

• Key kidney care gaps: 
– Frequent kidney health workforce shortages (esp. Africa, Middle East, 

OSEA) 

– Poor availability of healthcare services for identifying and treating kidney 

disease 

– Under utilisation of peritoneal dialysis (80%) and kidney transplantation 

(79%) 

– Low rate of public funding for kidney care (35% comprehensive coverage) 

– Few countries had national strategy for kidney disease (CKD 44%, AKI 

16%) 

– Lack of kidney disease registries (esp. non-dialysis CKD and AKI) 

– Poor access to guidelines (~50%) 

– Sparse advocacy structures for kidney disease (CKD 42%, AKI 19%) 

– Deficient research capacity (31% no capacity) 

 



• Organised by the ISN & SLANH in coordination with The 

Lancet & endorsement of Secretaría de Salud in Mexico. 

• Held on Friday April 21st, 8:00 – 14:00 

• Aim: to review the burden of kidney disease in the 

Americas region and share strategies for prevention and 

improved management at regional/global level. 

• Brought together Health Ministry officials, WHO/PAHO 

reps, key opinion leadres and health community reps.  

• First of a series of Global Kidney Policy Forum meetings 

to take place every 2 years.  

Global Kidney Policy Forum 

Key Facts 



ISN Committees: Requesting New 
Members from NIS & Russia Region 
 
SRC Committee:  
Requests 1-2 nominees to replace Helena Zakharova on the SRC Program 

Committtee 

 

Education Committee:  
Requests 1-2 nominees from the NIS & Russia region to join the Education 

Committee. This person would be expected to actively contribute to identifying new 

educational materials (in English or NIS/Russia regional languages) that could be 

published on ISN Academy and develop online education curriculums. 
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In effect May 2019:  

ISN Council will be based on ISN Regional Board representation 



Roles of Regional Boards 

• Chair and Deputy Chair 

– acting as regional representatives to the Council,  

– coordinating regional priorities and Regional Board input  

– acting as main points of contact to provide regional perspective for ISN 

• Regional Board members at large  

– acting as country representatives to the regional Board,  

– coordinating country priorities and input  

– acting as main points of contact to provide country perspective for ISN 



Regional Board Responsibilities: 

• Evaluate and prioritize - understand, review and determine priorities for 

ISN activities in the region 

• Engage regional community - create links with regional societies and 

Governments and their members to share information 

• Facilitate activities - work with relevant ISN staff, Council, Committee and 

ExCom members to create the necessary regional adaptations for 

successful implementation of ISN activities 



Accountabilities: Regional Board 
Members 

• Each member of a Regional Board is accountable via the Regional Board 

Chair to the relevant regional membership for representing each region’s 

perspective within the ISN activities 

• Each member of a Regional Board is accountable via the Regional Board 

Chair to the membership for ensuring good oversight of the Council for 

adherence to the ByLaws, Policies and procedures of the ISN 



Election/Terms: Regional Boards 

• Regional Board Chair and Deputy chairs will be elected: 
– Regional Boards will nominate individuals for the position of Deputy-Chair from 

among members in their region. 

– he Nominating Committee will review the names proposed by the Regional 
Boards, and create a short list for each Deputy-Chair position 

– An election will be held by vote of ISN members from that region. 

– Those elected as Deputy-Chairs will serve a two year term, and will then succeed 
the Chair, serving as Chair for two years. 

• Deputy Chair cannot be from the same Country as the Regional Board 
Chair. 

• The Regional Board should include as far as possible one member from 
each country within the region. 

• General inclusivity provisions - per the ISN Diversity policy, all nominations 
and candidate choices should embrace and proactively implement a mix of 
diverse candidates related to gender, ethnic, cultural and regional 
perspectives. 



Membership of Boards 

• Each Regional Board should be as inclusive as possible 

• The members should include the following but can be modified as 

regional circumstances dictate: 

  • All Councillors in the Region 

  • All members of ISN Programs and Committees from the region 

  • One Exec Committee Liaison (Vivek Jha)  

  • At least one member of the Young Nephrologists Committee 

  • Selected members chosen for energy and commitment 

   • President(s) or representative(s) of relevant affiliated nephrology societies 

    as communicated to ISN 

• Each Regional Board can elect a Core Group of 7-15 members to 

develop strategy and monitor activities.  
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Improving Promotion of ISN Programs 
in the Region 

• Sharing ‘Best Practices’ from countries with more experience in ISN 

Programs (Russia, Belarus, Georgia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan) 

• ISN Programs Webinars 

• Ideas/Suggestions for new member countries ?  

– Welcome package?  
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AOB: DISCUSSIONS, IDEAS, 
SUGGESTIONS AND NEXT 

STEPS? 
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Next Regional Board Meeting? 

 
 

 

During the next RB workshop: Tbilisi, 

Georgia, Oct 26-28, 2017 

 
  

 

 


